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Abstract
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The Great Train eXpress (GTX) is a rapid, wide-area railway service that efficiently links the three
central hubs of downtown Seoul: Seoul Station, Cheongnyangni Station, and Samseong Station. It
accomplishes this connection from the metropolitan outskirts in under 30 minutes. It aims to relieve
traffic congestion and improve the transportation welfare of long-distance commuters. This paper
reviewed how the preliminary feasibility analysis was used in the GTX-B line. The B-line study
involves the interaction of multiple actors, including private construction companies, local
governments (Gyeonggi-do and Incheon City), central government (Ministry of Transport, Ministry of
Finance), local residents, and politicians (members of the local constituency). This paper summarized
the main contents of the Ist preliminary feasibility analysis (2014) and 2nd preliminary feasibility
analysis (2019). Contrary to previous studies that the pre-feasibility analysis is used for political
purposes, economic rationality has taken precedence over political rationality in the GTX-B case. The
transport ministry has replanned the B line to meet the cost-benefit conditions. It could pass the
second feasibility analysis by using the new circumstance of constructing Wangsuk New City and
including the new city in the B line. Political factors interacted to determine the B-line, but a route
that meets the constraints of economic feasibility criteria was explored and selected.

= Keywords: Preliminary feasibility analysis, Great Train eXpress, GTX-B line, Economic rationality,
Political rationality
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